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8th Grade Wave Parade 
By Sidrah Ashrafi 

 
 On June 2nd, WMS held a wave parade for the 8th grade students graduating this year. Due to 

COVID-19, the students were unable to have their planned graduation ceremony and trip to Adventureland. 
Instead, while adhering to social distancing and safety guidelines, at least 80 WMS teachers and staff 
members lined up around the school while waving and congratulating students as they drove by.  It was a 
memorable moment for all students as they were able to see their teachers one last time in person before they 
closed their chapter on Woodmere Middle School.  Teachers held signs congratulating students and cars were 
adorned with equally congratulatory messages. Parent Christine Fischer said, “Thank you to the WMS staff 
and faculty along with the PTA for making a bad situation better! Love you all!” Along with the waving and 
cheering, students also received a lawn sign that showed they graduated this year as well as other treats such 
as a water bottle and gift cards. Eighth grade students and parents.  

 

Bulldog Buddies Did It Again! 
By Maya Rabin 

 
The Bulldog Buddies club is made up of  a group of students and teachers who help those in need 

and/or those who need a friend. This year, the Bulldog Buddies conducted various activities during lunch 
periods led by Mrs. Warren and Mrs. Shannon. First, they introduced the Mix It Up Lunch where students sat 
with others they wouldn’t normally sit with on a daily basis. Students selected new tables based on various 
interests such as music, television shows, sports, favorite apps, favorite seasons and more. It didn’t stop there. 
Mrs.Warren and Mrs. Shannon and the buddies did it again later in the year for Nobody Eats Alone Day. This 
time they got creative and gave every student a different colored card and message during homeroom. When 
students arrived in the cafeteria, they sat at the designated tables by 
color. 

Mrs. Warren, a 7th grade teacher Bulldog Buddy club leader 
said, “We were inspired to do Mix-it Up-Lunches at our school this 
year because we wanted a way to teach everyone to make friends at 
lunch, which is often the most difficult part of the school day for 
some kids. Not only did we want nobody sitting alone, which we 
accomplished, but we also wanted to provide Woodmere Middle 
School students an opportunity to make new friends and connect 
with some new people.”  
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Getting to Know Mr. Sinkus 
By Gianna McCormack 

 
Q: Why did you decide to become a teacher? 
A: I decided to become a teacher because I had a very close friend who became a teacher and he loved it. I went to work 
with him while I was on spring break from college and fell in love with it. 
  
Q: If you could only teach one unit of your class, what unit would you choose? Why? 
A:  The only unit I would teach from 7th-grade science would be The Periodic Table because it contains several 
chemical and Bunsen burner labs. They are my favorite. 
  
Q: What is your favorite element on the periodic table and why? 
A: My favorite element is Tungsten (W) because it is found in the mineral Wolframite, which is quite beautiful. 
  
Q: What is your spirit animal and why? 
A: My spirit animal would have to be Snorlax from Pokemon for obvious reasons. 
  
Q: If you were stranded on a deserted island, what three things would you bring with you and why? 
A: If I was stranded on a deserted island (that I assume is in the warm tropics), I would need my mask, fins, and snorkel 
because I would spend all my waking moments exploring the coral reefs and sea life around the island. 
  
Q: What is your favorite food and why? 
A: My favorite food cannot be limited to just one thing. That is just too difficult a task. In no particular order pizza, 
lasagna, and Viggiano BBQ. 
  
Q: Do you enjoy coaching football? Why? 
A:  I enjoy coaching football because it is fun to teach the players about a new sport. Most of the boys have never 
played football before they start in 7th or 8th grade. I was always someone who likes to hit people when I was a player. 
  
Q: What is your favorite part of teaching the seventh grade? Why? 
A: My favorite part of teaching 7th grade is interacting with the students every day. No two days are ever the same. After 
all of these years, it does not get dull and most of the days are pretty fun. Especially when the students create 
PowerPoint presentations. 
  
Q: What are your feelings on Mr. Harris? 
A: Mr. Harris and I have been very good friends for a long time. It is kind of weird because he is so much older than 
me. However, he is one of the most caring, reliable, and funniest people I have ever met. 
  
Q: If we were to replace the chemistry show, what should we replace it with and why? 
A: Mrs. Mauriello would be way too distraught if the Franklin Institute stopped doing the Chemistry show. However, if 
it had to be replaced, I would love to take the students on a fishing trip on a boat from Freeport. 
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Teacher Spotlight: Mrs. Cassie McGlynn 
By Maya Rabin and Abdullah Ashrafi 

Q.  What is your favorite hobby? 
A. Parenting. Isn’t much time for much else at this moment. 
 

Q.  What’s your favorite book? 
A. Of Mice and Me by John Steinbeck. It has stayed with me ever since I read it in high school.  
 
      Q.   What is your favorite part of coming to      
             class every day? 
A. Seeing my students. Every day brings something new. 
 

Q.   Why did you decide to be in charge of the  
             Builders Club? 
A. When I was in high school, I was a member of the Key Club. I was always involved in community service, 
whether through my church or school. I remember having great memories from these experiences and how they molded 
me as a person and I wanted to be apart of that for the kids here. Giving of yourself is one of the best things you can do 
as a person. 
 
       Q.   What’s your favorite food? What would  
             you prefer sweet or savory? 
A. Baked ziti!!! There’s something about that Sunday sauce with a whole bunch of cheese that can make a person 
smile! I definitely have a sweet tooth! 
 
       Q.  What would you do if there was an  
             apocalypse?  
A. Scream and then throw Mr. Harris in the general vicinity of trouble to save myself :) 
 
      Q.    When did you start teaching at  
            Woodmere Middle School? 
A. I started here as a part-time teacher in 2013. I taught Math Lab classes. Then, in 2014, I was offered the 
position as the team 7B co-teacher in math and science. 
 

Q.    What is your favorite part of being a  
             teacher? 
A. Seeing my students and forming relationships with them in helping them academically and personally 
throughout their time here in middle school. 
 
      Q.   What is your spirit animal? 
A. Of course, my girl, Dori, from Finding Nemo. My motto is: You have to just keep swimming! 
 
      Q.  If you were stranded on an island, what 3  
            things would you have with you? 
A. Filtered water, food, and a beach chair (should I have brought my family or is this mommy time). 
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WMS Bulldogs Compete in 
FIRST Lego League 

by Rachel Chen 
 
 After months of preparation, Woodmere Middle 
School’s rookie robotics team, the WMS Bulldogs, 
participated in a robotics competition held by FIRST Lego 
League on Sunday, February 9th. The team’s members 
include Nicole Kuznetsov, Lucas Kim, Ariel River, Darsh 
Chavre, Sean Zamidar, Shane Zamidar, Stella Fratti, 
Simon Kupchik, and Rachel Chen. All of them were new 
to FIRST Lego League, including the team’s coach, Miss 
Laundrie. Despite their inexperience, they managed to 
place 8th out of 28 teams in the Robot Game category, 
scoring 160, 210, and 220 points in the three robot 
matches.  
 The four categories that the WMS Bulldogs 
competed in were Robot Game, Robot Design, Innovation 
Project, and Core Values, which each amounted to 25% of 
the total score. In the Robot Game category, robots built 
by each team are programmed to earn as many points as 
possible through multiple missions on a playing field. This 
year’s FIRST Lego League theme was City Shaper, so the 
missions involved stacking mini lego buildings called 
units, turning a lego elevator upside down, placing the 
aforementioned units in lego trees, and more. Each 
mission represents a possible solution to improve cities in 
the real world, which leads to the Innovation Project.  

Each team presented a problem in their 
community and possible solutions to solve that problem. 
The title of the WMS Bulldogs’ Innovation Project was 
Building Obliteration Calls For Local Innovation, which 
focused on the Hewlett-Woodmere Methodist Church. 
The church had closed a few years ago, and was subject to 
problems such as wood rot, stability, and accessibility 
issues.  

The WMS Bulldogs still managed to place high 
for the Robot Game rankings even though they were brand 
new to FIRST Lego League this year, and, with a little 
more luck and preparation, will hopefully place high next 
year as well. 
 
 

Finding North Assembly 
by Rachel Chen 

 
  This year, all WMS students had the 
opportunity to attend a production of Finding North, 
written and performed by actor and storyteller David 
Gonzalez. The 
performance 
portrayed Gonzalez 
as several people 
whom each fight to 
seek freedom in 
America in their 
ways, the most 
notable one being 
John P. Parker, an 
Underground 
Railroad conductor who helped African American 
slaves escape to freedom in the North.  
  Besides being an actor and storyteller, David 
Gonzalez is also a playwright and a public speaker. 
He has had the honor of receiving many awards, 
including the International Performing Arts for Youth 
“Lifetime Achievement Award for Sustained 
Excellence”. Having performed more than 5000 
shows in schools, his other productions include 
Double Crossed: The Saga of the St. Louis, As If The 
Past Were Listening, Maddog and Me: Bullying and 
the Power of Kindness, and more. Additionally, 
Gonzalez also has appeared as a featured performer 
at the National Storytelling Festival.  

Aside from John P. Parker, Finding North 
also focuses on American immigrants and 
demonstrates how, even today, people are still trying 
to grasp freedom within our country, despite being 
inside our country’s borders. This poignant show has 
received lots of praise and recognition. According to 
the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, 
“Finding North is a brilliant and powerful piece for 
all ages and races.” Most notably, this production 
increases awareness of discrimination and prejudice 
in the past and the importance of ridding it from our 
future.  
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WaTcH iT wEdNeSdAyS!¡!¡ 
By Gianna McCormack 
 
Every Wednesday in WMS’ ELA classes look forward 
to Watch It Wednesday!  Students watch videos known 
as “Flipgrids,” videos created by classmates and 
teachers. These short videos serve as reviews of new and 
noteworthy novels the WMS community is reading.  
 
If you missed out on any of the videos or need a 
reminder of titles to help you select your next read, 
check out the list of notable Watch It Wednesdays this 
year: 
 

Stella F., Student: The Hypnotists, I’m with Cupid 
Nicole K., Student: Mr. and Mrs. Bunny: Detectives 
Extraordinaire 
Dylan B., Student: Gregor the Overlander 
Patryk Z., Student: 9 from the 9 Worlds 
Hayley G.,Student: No Small Thing 
Abigail S., Student: Warriors 
Emerson R., StudentL The Hate U Give 
Daniel T., Student: I Have Lived a Thousand Years,  Night, 
and Echo 
Izzy, Student: To Kill a Mockingbird 
Simon K., Student: Supernova 
Mrs. Erdos: What’s His Face 
Mrs. Winicki: Ungifted 
Mrs. Hochhauser: The 6th Grade Nickname Game 
Mrs. Rosenberg: All Your Twisted Secrets 
Mrs. Habshoosh: An Orphan Has Many Parents 
Mrs. Walsh & Ms. Russo: Newest books in the WMS library!  

Mrs. Perrotta: Artemis Fowl 
Mrs Warren: Long Way Down 
Mrs. Mauriello: On the Come Up 
Mr. Donath: The Science of Breakable 
Things 
Mrs. Maraj: Mother Knows Best 
Mr. Peterso: Hidden Figures 
Ms. Rosenberg: I’ll Give You the Sun 
Dr. O’Grady: Fish in a Tree 
Mrs. West: Touching Spirit Bear 
Dr. Fusco: American Royals 
Mr. Fund: Iron War 
Mrs. Anci: No More Dead Dogs 
Mr. Sbarra:Lion Island/ 9 Lives 
Ms. Habshoosh:The Hate U Give 
Mrs. Winicki: White Bird 
Ms. Laundrie: Life Lessons from the Cat 
Dr. Mattes: The Honest Truth 
Mrs. Lubomski: Where the Crawdads 
Sing 

 
If YOU would like to make a Flipgrid about YOUR favorite book, the code is “Walsh4163”! 
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Protests over George Floyd’s death 
By Ayesha Taj 

Protests have been flaring up all over Minneapolis over the death of George Floyd, a 46-year-old African 
American man who died after being handcuffed and pinned to the ground by a police officer’s knee. A bystander 
recorded the incident, capturing the disturbing scene. “Please, I can’t breathe,” Floyd had choked out multiple times 
before eventually losing consciousness. Medics arrived soon after, lifting the man into a stretcher and loading him into 
an ambulance. Floyd was declared dead at Hennepin County Medical Center hours later. 

The police officer who murdered Floyd, Derek Chauvin, has been charged with third-degree murder and 
manslaughter after violent and chaotic protests calling for him to be 
imprisoned for killing Floyd. Still, the protests have not died down 
and tension between the rioters and the police is only growing. On 
the afternoon of May 28th, a police precinct station in Minneapolis 
had its windows broken and was set on fire by protestors as officers 
retreated. In other protests, people have thrown fireworks at the 
police, who fired projectiles back and sprayed tear gas on the 
crowds. Protests have spread to many other cities since then, 
including Denver, Phoenix, Columbus, and New York. The 
Governor of Minnesota, Tim Walz, recently announced over 
Twitter that the National Guard is on the ground and would be 
“responding to incidents” in the state. Protestors even gathered in 
front of the White House, fighting with Secret Service guards and standing in a public park across from the building for 
hours. 

Whether or not riots are moral  has been a topic of debate long before George Floyd’s death. While anger over 
police brutality is undoubtedly justifiable, looting and setting buildings on fire is seen by many as unnecessary violence 
and destruction. They argue that setting things on fire, stealing, and destroying communities proves no point. “I am 
heartbroken,” Floyd’s girlfriend told the Star-Tribune of Minnesota. “Waking up this morning to see Minneapolis on 
fire would be something that would devastate Floyd… He loved the city.” People like her think Floyd’s murder was 
cruel and unjust, but are against violent protesting. 

Floyd’s family has also spoken out about the incident. His sister, Bridgett Floyd, stated that she wants to see all 
four police officers who were present while Chauvin knelt on Floyd’s neck to be charged with murder. The family’s 
statement was released on Twitter by their attorney, Benjamin Crump. “We call on authorities to revise the charges to 
reflect the true culpability of this officer,” the family statement reads. Later in the statement, they say, “For four 
officers to inflict this kind of unnecessary, lethal force – or watch it happen – despite outcry from witnesses who were 
recording the violence – demonstrates a breakdown in training and policy by the City.” The family called for an 
upgrade in criminal charges from third degree murder to first degree murder. In order for the revision to take place, 
authorities must determine Chauvin’s intent to kill Floyd.  

The protests that are taking place in the wake of Floyd’s death are unlike anything many Americans have seen 
before, but his case of racial injustice and violence is certainly not the first. In 2015, Eric Garner, a 53-year-old man, 
was approached by NYPD officers on suspicion of selling single cigarettes without tax stamps. When he denied it, the 
officers attempted to arrest him and held him in a chokehold. Garner had, like George Floyd, repeatedly told the officer 
that he could not breathe, but he did not loosen their hold. Garner was declared dead an hour later. Ahmaud Arbery was 
shot and killed in February 2020 while jogging by two white men who claimed that they believed he was a burglary 
suspect. Breonna Taylor was only 26, studying to become a nurse, when the police raided her and her boyfriend’s 
apartment and shot her eight times a few months after Arbery’s death. It was eventually found that the officers had 
entered the wrong home, and the person they were looking for was already in custody before the raid.  

The situation is still developing and the protests do not seem to be dying down. Chauvin has been put into 
custody, but Floyd’s death has had an immense impact on Minneapolis and the rest of America. 
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Saving Lives: 

Contact Tracers 
By David Abelev 

 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has been a difficult time for everybody. People all over the world are 
struggling due to this virus. People can no longer go to work or go out to see their friends and family. And 
worst of all, almost six million people have already contracted the deadly coronavirus, and as of May 28th, 
over 360,000 people have died. However, there are people that are trying their hardest to keep us alive and 
healthy. Essential workers such as doctors, surgeons, scientists, and many more work countless hours every 
day to treat and prevent the virus. Contact tracers are equally as important as the rest. It is a tough and 
demanding job, filled with stress, hard work, and dedication. 
 
What do contact tracers do? 
 Contact tracers identify people who have come in contact with those who carry a harmful illness. Contact 
tracers have been assigned the talk of following illnesses such as measles, HIV, and tuberculosis. Recently, 
thousands of contact tracers have been hired to work with people who have recently received a positive test 
for COVID-19. Tracers help patients track down who they have been in contact with most recently. Based on 
this information, they are able to prevent those people from spreading the virus even further.  Contact tracers 
talk with the people who could have been exposed and notify them that they were at high risk for contracting 
COVID-19.  The hope is that the new information received will stop them from going out and spreading the 
virus further. Contact tracers play an important role in “flattening the curve” and saving lives.  
 
What are the qualifications? 
Anyone with the right skills can become a contact tracer. Most notably, contact tracers should be able to 
conduct interviews, understand medical terminology, and have strong interpersonal and active listening skills. 
Many people who no longer have jobs because of the pandemic are in training to become contact tracers to 
earn money and help the planet. Contact tracers must know how to talk with people and make them feel 
comfortable. They also must be good multi-taskers. Contact tracers must interview the patient and provide 
compassionate support at the same time. If a contact tracer forgets one small detail, tens, if not hundreds of 
people, could get infected. 
 
How do they figure everything out? 
Figuring out who could have been at risk for the virus is a very difficult job. It is even tougher to notify the 
people who must learn that they have been exposed to COVID-19. And these contact tracers are the ones who 
have to inform people of this dreadful news.  Contact tracers literally “trace” every single person a patient has 
come in contact with up to 21 days prior to diagnosis. They follow the history of the patient and based off of 
this information must take on the difficult task of contacting those who may be at risk.  
Saying “Thank You” 
All in all, contact tracers play a significant role in helping the world during 
this pandemic. And the same thing goes for all the essential workers risking 
their lives to help us. So, next time you see a doctor, surgeon, contact tracer, 
etc., tell them that you are grateful for all they do for us. Tell them two 
simple words: “Thank you.” 
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The Coronavirus’ Effect on the 2020 Election 
By Ayesha Taj 

The Coronavirus pandemic has left its mark on almost everything, from the global economy to major sports 
leagues. Americans are facing staggering unemployment rates during mass lockdowns of schools and other 
establishments. The 2020 election is facing some ultimately inevitable changes. Back in March, Former Vice President 
and Senator Bernie Sanders debated without an audience for the first time. They, along with President Trump, 
announced that they would be suspending future campaign rallies. A few states, including New York and Pennsylvania, 
have postponed their Democratic primaries to June because of the virus. 

The lack of campaign rallies have many people fretting that the current Democratic frontrunner, Joe Biden, will 
fail to reach voters. Trump has been frequently attending public events and traveling, but Biden has been staying home 
and addressing supporters through social media. While Trump’s refusal to listen to the CDC’s warnings to stay inside 
and avoid crowds could be a blow to his re-election chances, Biden is facing a communication gap that could damage 
his campaign. 

While the pandemic was still somewhat controlled, voter turnouts were high in state primaries. However, even 
if states postpone their primaries, voters will likely be hesitant to leave their homes and cast a ballot. Online voting is 
an option, but it comes with many security risks. State officials have been warned by experts of the danger that 
technology poses in a situation like this.  

Because of the risk of hacking that comes with online voting, more states are pushing to expand mail-in voting. 
Officials in California, Michigan, Nevada, and New Hampshire have taken measures to make casting a vote through the 
mail easier prior to the November elections. President Trump expressed his disapproval of the method, tweeting that 
there’s “no way that mail-in ballots will be anything less than substantially fraudulent" and adding that the upcoming 
election will be "rigged." Voter fraud is extremely uncommon as states take every measure possible to make mail-in 
voting secure. Some form of verifying the identity of the voter, such as matching signatures, is always involved. In 
2018, during a congressional race for one of North Carolina’s Congressional Districts, a man attempting to tamper with 
the mail-in absentee ballots was caught.  

People have speculated the possibility of President Trump postponing or even indefinitely cancelling the 
November elections in the guise of avoiding crowds due to the pandemic, but the date of the general election cannot be 
changed. States can set their own primary dates, but the presidential election will, according to the federal statute, 
always occur on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November.  

Ways to Keep Safe 
By Rebecca Sult 

During these unprecedented times, we need to find ways to keep ourselves safe. Below are ten ways to help 
you stay healthy and safe.  
1: Wash your hands for twenty to forty seconds. Make sure you use soap to get those germs off. 
2: Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw it in the garbage. If you don’t have a tissue with you, 
make sure to cough or sneeze into the pit of your elbow and away from others.  
3: Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth at all times. 
4: Stay at home if you don’t feel well.  
5: Avoid close contact with people, other than those you live with, to prevent passing germs 
6: Clean and disinfect touched objects and surfaces. 
7: Wear a mask whenever you go out in public.  
8: Don’t go to public facilities unless it is essential. 
9: If you are going to a public facility, make sure you are at least six feet away from anybody who is near 
you.  
10: Keep healthy by eating properly, exercising regularly, and getting enough sleep each night. 
Healthy lifestyles can help keep the virus away! 
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Israeli Scientists Think They Have Found the Cure to Coronavirus 
By Benjamin Halimi 

The Coronavirus outbreak continues to spread across the globe. Coronavirus is a disease that many 
people know about. As of mid-March, it has spread through every continent, killing over 350,000 people. 
These deaths include ages from as young as 3 to the very old, with most deaths target seniors. 

When experts from the Jerusalem Hula Institute in Israel publicly announced that they think they have 
found the cure to coronavirus, the entire world lit up in excitement and surprise. Experts in Israel still have to 
test longer to confirm they have found the cure. “Hopefully, in a few months we will have the final version 
that works on humans,” says writer and editor of The Grapevine Press, Benyamin Cohen. The researchers are 
aware that the disease is a huge issue, and are eager to help the sick get cured with this new vaccine. They are 
planning to release the final copy somewhere near the end of September and beginning of October.  

The Institute has been testing the cure to Covid -19 (Coronavirus) for over four years. It is about time 
that they have finished the vaccine. “Many people are eager to get their hands on this newly created vaccine. 
We are working as fast and efficiently as possible,” states David Zigdon, CEO of MIGAL/Galilee Research 
Institute in Israel. This vaccine will most likely and hopefully decrease the amount of COVID-19 cases and 
reduce the number of deaths too.  Zigdon adds, “Hopefully, it will succeed. And hopefully, no one will use it 
because the disease will pass. This will be the best thing.” Everyone hopes this as well; we all hope  
 

Get Schooled on the Electoral College 
By Ayesha Taj 

With the 2020 elections coming up, increasing amounts of young people are getting their schools and 
their friends involved, even if they are not yet old enough to vote. However, there are many complicated 
processes that are essential to American election such as the Electoral College that too many voters are still 
unaware of. 

The Electoral College is a constitutionally mandated process that consists of a body of electors voting 
for a President and a Vice President. Most citizens believe that their own vote is what elects the President, but 
when they go to vote, they are really choosing electors to represent them in the Electoral College. The 
Constitution allots each state a certain number of electors equal to the combined total of the state’s Senate and 
House of Representatives delegations. There are a total of 538 electors in the Electoral College currently, but 
a candidate only needs 270 of those votes. It is really the Electoral College that elects the President and Vice 
President, not the popular vote. Due to this aspect of the election process, a handful of presidential candidates 
have gotten more votes than their opponent but still lost because they did not get enough votes from the 
Electoral College. 

The Electoral College has been a part of the election system since the Constitution was signed. The 
drafters of the Constitution had to balance a number of competing desires when creating a way for the 
President and Vice President to be elected. They wanted the President to be elected by regular citizens, but 
feared that people would vote for “native sons” from their own states. In order to solve the conflict, they 
looked back to the Holy Roman Empire, a confederation of European territories which lasted from the Middle 
Ages to the 19th century. The empire allowed princes from each territory it ruled to vote for who would 
become the Holy Roman Emperor. The word “college” was derived from the College of Cardinals who chose 
the Pope for the Catholic Church. The framers obviously did not make the election system identical to that of 
the Holy Roman Empire, but it gave them the idea of certain people from each state voting instead of regular 
citizens.  
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Over time, the traditions of the Electoral College changed slightly. Residents of each state vote 
directly for electors, who pledge to cast their vote for a certain candidate. Each presidential candidate has a 
number of pledged electors, making the winner of the election extremely predictable. As disputed as it is, the 
Electoral College has been used in the U.S. since the first election and likely will be used in the next. 

Joe Biden’s Digital Campaign 
By Ayesha Taj 

Former Vice President Joe Biden has emerged as the apparent Democratic presidential nominee after Vermont 
Senator Bernie Sanders recently announced that he has dropped out of the race. Sanders 
appeared to be the leading candidate after winning the popular vote in the Iowa, New 
Hampshire, and California primaries, but Biden took the nation by surprise by earning 
the vote of almost half of the delegates in South Carolina. After the unforeseen win, 
Biden won almost every state during Super Tuesday, securing his position as the 
democratic frontrunner. 

Biden, as his fellow candidates did when they were still running, frequently 
hosted campaign events and rallies, but the coronavirus lockdown has put a hold on 
these gatherings. The former Vice President has converted his basement into a TV 
studio, releasing Twitter and YouTube videos that address a multitude of topics, 
including the coronavirus and recent Black Lives Matter protests. This method is a stark 
contrast with Trump’s, who is blatantly disregarding the warnings of health experts against traveling and public events. 
His supporters have expressed their worry that campaigning through videos and live streams would not reach enough 
voters, but Biden does not appear to have any plans to resume in-person campaigning or change his current campaign. 

Recently, Biden has been the subject of criticism over a comment about African-American voters, stating that 
they “ain’t black” if they cannot decide between himself and Trump. He offered a somewhat ambiguous apology, but 
the remark still threatens to cost him crucial support. This is not the first time he has made a racially charged comment: 
in 2012, he told a crowd of mostly black voters that Former President Barack Obama’s opponent, Mitt Romney, would 
“put y’all back in chains.” At a campaign event in Iowa last year, Biden informed his supporters that “poor kids are just 
as bright and talented as white kids.” He attempted to correct himself after a few moments, adding, “wealthy kids, black 
kids, Asian kids,” but still received criticism for the controversial remark. 
 Americans have also expressed their concern over Biden’s mental state. His supposed cognitive decline seems 
to be the reason behind his many slip-ups during rallies and interviews. Biden tried to quote the Declaration of 
Independence while campaigning in Texas and instead slurred, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, all men and 
women created by the—you know, you know, the thing.” He also told a crowd that he will be running for Senate in 
2020, when he is really running for president. Biden’s most disturbing tendency, however, is his unnecessary 
belligerence towards voters. In December 2019 Biden called an Iowa voter “fat,” a “damn liar,” and “too old to vote for 
me” when he was accused of getting his son Hunter his job at an oil company. He also challenged the man a push-up 
contest. A few months later, he called a woman a “lying dog-faced pony soldier” after she said she had attended a 
caucus in her lifetime. 

 Regardless of his flaws, Biden has amassed a surprising amount of supporters. 
In a recent poll conducted by the Washington Post and ABC News, Biden’s 
approval rate is ten points above that of Trump’s. Neither candidate has the 
majority of support coming from their respective parties, but Biden currently 
has a clear advantage over Trump. 
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Invasion of the BUGS 
By Sidrah Ashrafi 

Just when we thought 2020 couldn’t get any worse, murder hornets dawned us with their presence. Although 
their name suggests they are murderous creatures,  they aren’t what they seem. To be more accurate, they should have 
been names honey bee murder hornets. These murder hornets are responsible for 5o deaths a year in Japan. The country 
has been dealing with the problem for thousands of years, yet the hornets first appeared in Washington state this 
December.  Although lethal, it takes multiple stings for a human to die from these murder hornets. They are, however, 
well known for killing other insects as well as some rodents, but their primary prey is the already declining honey bee 
population, and this has some scientists worried.   

Because of their massive size, the hornets need a lot of food to survive, and honey bees serve as a great option 
because they are easy to find and the hornet can pick up their beehive and fly away. 
 The honey bee assault is executed in three step by step phases. First, individual hornets will capture bees at 
their hive entrance, cut off their heads, and mash the remaining parts of their body into a meatball so they can easily 
carry it back to feed their young. This is called the hunting phase. Then comes the slaughter phase. One worker hornet 
will recruit her sisters and stage an attack on a selected bee hive.  They rip off the bee’s head and in a matter of hours, 
the whole population of the beehive is decimated.  The third and final phase is the occupation phase. The hornets shift 
to feeding after the attack and take over the beehive filled with decapitated dead bees for about one week. They collect 
the larvae and pupae left behind and feed it to  their offspring. Although these creatures sound deadly and horrific, they 
have only been sighted in a tiny corner of the Pacific Northwest. 
 Another bug expected to appear in the United States are cicadas.  They have started to emerge inparts of North 
Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia. Cicadas are classified in the same group as smaller jumping bugs such as 
leafhoppers and grasshoppers. They are expected to make their appearance after living 17 years under the ground. 
Cicadas begin their life in a rice shaped egg.  Once the cicada hatches from its egg,  it begins to feed on tree fluids and 
looks like a termite or a small white ant at this point in its life.  Once the young cicada is ready, it will fall to the ground 
and dig into it until it reaches the roots of a tree. They typically start with smaller grass roots and work their way up to 
the roots of its host tree. It will stay here for about 2 to 17 years, depending on the species, and spend time underground 
actively feeding and tunneling around.  
 When they are ready to emerge after the long years, the baby cicadas become nymphs and immediately climb 
to the nearest tree available and begin to shed their exoskeleton.  When they shed off their outer skin, they are 
especially vulnerable to predators such as birds and raccoons because they have no form of defense. They’re wings are 
wet and must wait until they dry to begin flying. Once their adult skin hardens, they begin their brief life by looking for 
a mate. Male cicadas make a lawnmower-like sound that they use to attract females and after mating begins, the life 
cycle begins again. Contrary to popular belief, cicadas are not really dangerous. They can become a nuisance with their 
lawnmower like sound, but other than that, the worst they could do is damage small trees and plants when females lay 
their eggs.  
 On the flip side, as COVID-19 threatens the people of Africa, locusts threaten their crops and food supply.  The 
Northeastern region of Africa had experienced these locusts first in February and have now been hit by a second wave 
that is 20 times bigger. After already enduring  difficulties with obtaining food, civilians must now deal with the bugs 

eating away their food and crps on a daily basis. Pesticides have proved effective in 
killing these bugs but travel restrictions due to the current epidemic have been an 
obstacle for getting pesticides delivered on time. The UN is pushing for bie-
pesticides and remote data collection and is working with governments to ensure 
those travelling to fight the locusts can do so safely amid the pandemic.  Waivers 
have been given to those helping with the locust outbreak and are considered as 
essential workers. Even though people and workers are putting in all their efforts, 
there is still no light to be seen at the end of the tunnel. 
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How is President Trump handling the pandemic? 
By Ayesha Taj 

Since the coronavirus pandemic began, leaders all around the world have been taking the advice of public health 
experts on how to handle the crisis. For instance, when the first case of coronavirus was announced in Germany, German 
health officials immediately had the entire school district in which the patient lived shut down. President Donald Trump, 
however, has yet to listen to a medical expert. In April, sources told Fox News that his “second coronavirus task force” 
would include Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross, White House economic adviser Larry 
Kudlow, United States Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, Ivanka Trump, and Jared Kushner. None of these people 
have any medical training. 

On May 29, Trump announced that he would be cutting ties with the World Health Organization (WHO) after 
months of attacking its plans to contain the global pandemic. During health emergencies such as the coronavirus pandemic, 
the WHO is responsible for offering support and advice to the people in charge along with providing the public with data and 
instructions on how to prevent the spread of the virus. Still, Trump accused the WHO of being controlled entirely by China 
and stated that he and his administration informed the organization of the reforms it must make but they “refused to act.” 

Trump has also announced that the country will remain open through the second wave of the virus, no matter how 
hard it hits the country. Stay-at-home orders slowed the virus and somewhat flattened the curve in a few states, but most of 
the country is still struggling to decrease the average of 30,000 new daily cases. The United States also recently hit a grim 
milestone of 100,000 deaths. Despite these numbers, two administration officials announced that the latest numbers are not 
currently expected to affect the White House's plans for reopening the country. The unemployment rates the country is 
currently seeing are approaching levels last seen during the Great Depression in the 1930’s, but Dr. Anthony Fauci,  a top 
member of the current coronavirus task force, said on an interview with CNN, “How many deaths and how much suffering 
are you willing to accept to get back to what you want to be, some form of normality, sooner rather than later? 
The president appeared to mock Joe Biden for wearing a face mask on Twitter, even though he denied that the tweet was 
meant to belittle the Democratic candidate. Face masks like the one Biden wore are strongly recommended by the CDC and a 
handful of states currently require them for anyone leaving his/her home, but Trump has repeatedly refused to wear one. “I 
don't think I'm going to be doing it,” Trump said in April about the idea of wearing a mask to prevent the spread of the virus. 
“Wearing a face mask as I greet presidents, prime ministers, dictators, kings, queens — I just don't see it.” 

UFOs Identified in Pentagon 
By Abdullah Ashrafi 

  
The Pentagon has officially released three short videos showing "unidentified aerial phenomena" that had previously 

been released by a private company. These videos show what appears to be unidentified flying objects (UFO) rapidly moving 
while recorded by infrared cameras. Two of the videos contain service members reacting in awe at how quickly the objects 
are moving. One voice thinks that it could be a drone. The Navy previously acknowledged the accuracy of the videos in 
September of last year. They are officially releasing them now, "in order to clear up any misconceptions by the public on 
whether or not the footage that has been circulating was real, or whether or not there is more to the videos," according to 
Pentagon spokesperson Sue Gough. 

"After a thorough review, the department has determined that the authorized release of these unclassified videos does 
not reveal any sensitive capabilities or systems," said Gough in a statement, "and does not impinge on any subsequent 
investigations of military air space incursions by unidentified aerial phenomena." The Navy now has formal guidelines for 
how its pilots can report when they believe they have seen possible UFO's. The Navy videos were first released between 
December 2017 and March 2018 by To The Stars Academy of Arts & Sciences, a company co-founded by former Blink-182 
musician Tom DeLonge that says it studies information about unidentified aerial phenomena. 

 In 2017, one of the pilots who saw one of the unidentified objects in 2004 told CNN that it moved in ways he 
couldn't explain. "As I got close to it ... it rapidly accelerated to the south, and disappeared in less than two seconds," said 
retired US Navy pilot David Fravor. "This was extremely abrupt, like a ping pong ball, bouncing off a wall. It would hit and 
go the other way." The Pentagon has previously studied recordings of aerial encounters with unknown objects as part of a 
since-shuttered classified program that was launched at the behest of former Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada. The program was 
launched in 2007 and ended in 2012, because they assessed that there were higher priorities that needed funding. 
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SpaceX and NASA's Liftoff Into the Next Era of Spaceflight 
for the United States 

By Nicole Kuznetsov 
 
May 30, 2020, marked a “new era of spaceflight.” Elon Musk’s SpaceX, along with 
NASA, launched the Crew Dragon spacecraft from American soil for the first time 
in nine years. 
 

 
The Falcon 9 and Dragon 
In order to launch astronauts into space, SpaceX needed to create a 
rocket and a spacecraft. The Falcon 9 and Dragon were created by 
SpaceX to be modern and efficient. The Falcon 9 was the rocket that 
was created for launching Dragon. It is, according to SpaceX, the 
“first orbital class rocket capable of reflight.” Meaning, that the 
rocket is able to be reused for many flights. Because of this 
technology, SpaceX is able to “refly the most expensive parts of the 

rocket, which in turn drives down the cost of space access.” The Falcon 9 has been in testing since 2010, with 
its first launch on June 7th of that year. 
 
SpaceX’s Dragon is able to transport seven people. Dragon is also able to carry a lot of cargo on board. 
According to SpaceX, it “will soon become the first private spacecraft to take humans to the space station.” 
Dragon also has “Draco thrusters that allow Dragon to maneuver while on orbit, and 8 SuperDracos coupled 
together as a Launch Escape System.” 
 
Pulling Through 
While SpaceX was working on Dragon, Boeing, an aerospace company, was working on their own spacecraft 
as well. The CST-100 Starliner was Boeing’s take on a spacecraft. Both companies received monies from 
NASA ($3.14 billion for SpaceX, and $4.8 billion for Boeing) to develop and use the space crafts. There was 
competition between the two companies, but SpaceX managed to pull through. On May 30, 2020, after 
considerable testing and one cancelled launch day, (Wednesday, May 27th), SpaceX was ready to launch two 
astronauts into space for the first time in nine years. 

The Historical Launch 
On May 30, 2020, after years of testing and a cancelled launch on Wednesday, May 27th, 
2020 due to weather issues, SpaceX successfully launched Douglas Hurley and Robert 
Behnken into space with the Crew Dragon Demo-2 spaceflight. Both astronauts had 
previously been to space during the space shuttle program. At 3:22 PM ET (Eastern Time) 
the Falcon 9 and Dragon lifted off from Earth. Millions of people around the world watched 
as the rocket and spacecraft made their way up into space. The Falcon 9 soon broke off 
from Dragon as the spacecraft moved into orbit. It would take approximately nineteen hours 
for Dragon to reach the International Space Station. 
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Destination Space Station 
At 10:16 AM ET, the Dragon docked at the International Space Station. It took the spacecraft just a little 
under 19 hours (18 hours and 54 minutes, to be exact) to reach the space station. After a few hours of checks 
and pressure equalization, US astronauts, Hurley and Behnken, finally entered the station and were greeted by 
American astronaut Christopher Cassidy and Russian cosmonauts Anatoly Ivanishin and Ivan Vagne. 
 

The mission, so far, is a success. 
But this is only the beginning. 
There are plans to revisit the moon. 
And soon, Mars. 

Young Writer of 9 Lives: The Adventures of Catgirl  
By Kayleigh Jamieson 

 
This summer, the daughter of our very own reading teacher, 

Mr. Sbarra, wrote a graphic novel. Therefore, we wanted to find out 
more about the process.  
 

1. Title and Author of the book?  
A: My daughter, Sadie Sbarra, wrote a book called  9 Lives: 
The Adventures of Catgirl 

 
2.  How old is your daughter ?  
 A: My daughter will be 5 years old in February. 
  
3. How long did it take for her to write the book? 
             A: She started in August of 2019, and it took three months. 
 
       4) Is writing a book a long and hard process? 

A: Yes, because you have to think of a story, then bullet point 
the plot, plan the frames, and then finally write and draw the story. 

 
       5) What is the genre of the book? 
              A: The book is a graphic novel that is science fiction. 
 
       6) When will the book come out? 
              A: The book was released in December and it is available on Amazon.  
 
       7) What age group is the book for? 
              A: The book is for elementary to middle school children. 
 
        8)  Would you publish another book after this one? 
               A: Yes, if that’s what she wanted. 
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Book Reviews 
By Sidrah Ashrafi 

There has never been a better time to sink into a good book. Here are some praise-worthy recommendations that you’ll 
be sure to love! 
 
Dear Martin by Nic Stone  
 
Justyce McAllister is everything 
you would expect in an ideal 
student-  top grades in class and on 
the way to the Ivy League. Even 
though he left his old, rough 
neighborhood behind, he can’t seem 
to get away from the scorns of his 
former peers and mockery of his 
current classmates. To find comfort, 
he turns to civil rights leader, Martin Luther King and 
keeps a journal where he writes to him about his 
problems. But Justyce’s whole world turns upside down 
when he and his friend Manny go for a drive with the 
music a bit too high.  Words are said and shots are fired, 
and Justyce and Manny find themselves at the center of 
the media and  under attack. 

All Your Twisted Secrets 
By Diana Urban 
 
When six students are invited to a 
scholarship dinner , things don’t go 
quite the way they expected. They 
are all locked in a room with no 
signal,  a bomb that’s set to explode 
in one hour, a syringe that has a fatal 
liquid, and a note that says either one 
of them dies, or all of them 
do.  While deciding what to do , the 
students learn more about themselves and each other 
‘s  twisted secrets  in one hour then they did their whole 
lives. The novel will leave readers wondering how far 
they would go to hide the truth.This thrilling debut is 
highly recommended for fans of One of Us is Lying by 
Karen M. McManus.  

Where the Crawdads Sing  
By Delia Owens 
 
Kya Clark has been forever known as 
the Marsh Girl in the small town of 
Barkley Cove, North Carolina and has 
often been the center of the town’s 
rumors. So, when the handsome and 
charming Chase Andrews is found dead in 1969, Kya is 
immediately suspected as the murderer. But Kya does 
not fit the description that has been given to her. 
Abandoned by her family, she learned to survive in the 
marsh on her own and fend for herself. But when she 
opens  up and lets people in, things don’t go the way she 
expects. This book explores nature, young girl’s coming 
of age, and a murder mystery all wrapped in one. It is 
sure to keep readers hooked till the last page. 
  

White Bird 
By R.J. Palacio 
 
Written as a graphic novel, this book 
focuses on a familiar character from 
Palacio’s first bestselling novel, 
Wonder, Julian. It expands on what 
we come to learn in the follow up 
novel, Auggie & Me. White Bird tells 
the story of Julian’s grandmother, a young Jewish girl in 
hiding  during the Nazi occupation of France.  The book 
reveals many episodes  Julian did not know about his 
grandmother. It also reveals the true story of where his 
name came from. Overall, this is a story about human 
kindness and bravery during a time in history when it was 
difficult to come by either.  
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Word Search 
By: Abdullah Ashrafi 

 
O L U V P O A F I C L M J S Z Y O K C B A I U Z U I L F N N H P R W Y D J X E H 
O L D V G Q L V P A S E E I G R M T Y X E A J K M Z E U U L W E B N A B I O A B 
E C P E S R R R T O A V C D R K D F U Q L N W P D O B H L J W N A T D V B T E L 
W K I D T Q M F J N B T T C E N T V Y Q A D S H J L U S Q D X F B E N E I E M I 
I V I C S L I D O F F A D M R O N X B C R E T A W N C R R O L U O F L C L O U D 
T Z F T M V U M P W L O L E L M X T Q T P A X E Y E H S J A L Y T V W W J B L N 
D H C R A M O X W B N H Z Y L K O D K S Z S B P V Y F E Q G P I C N I C L R O G 
M R M I Z D E E R Q S S E Q G R O W M V D M M L F D H V F B D P C D H Y A M J U 
M C D L A Q R S X U R K J A W M T H N I R E G A E L U S C R I J T T Z E O I E J 
Z C T R L Y M G R D B C A G W K E D L E L Y R Z B K N S B Z H D H P Y W K H X G 
 
CLOUD   APRIL    HATCH   MARCH  
PICNIC  PLANT   SUNSHINE  MAY 
TULIP    DAFFODIL  GROW   INSECT 
GARDEN   FLOWERS  KITE   UMBRELLA  
WATER  WEED   WIND   WORM 
VIOLET  BIRDS   BLOOM  LEAF 
BUTTERFLY  CATERPILLAR  LILAC        

Spotlight Artist: Billie Eilish 
By Julian Valme 

 
Not everyone can be keeping up with the new music today. From “Old Town Road” to “Ransom”, many hits 
are going mega-viral and it’s getting hard to catch up on all of it. Trying to get into new music? Here is our 
top pick for the best artist to catch up on.  
 Billie Eilish has been on top of the hype this summer. From late 2017, her hit Ocean Eyes and the rest 
of her debut EP made waves across pop culture, becoming a household name, and named an official “Up 
Next” artist by Apple. By mid-2018, she became the biggest name in the game for a short while with her 
singles from her debut album, When We All Fall Asleep, Where Do We Go?  After singles like Xanny and 
When the Party’s Over, she managed to not only once again catch the attention of the media, but attain major 
critical success. She was in the mainstream again, even with the use of such weird and unorthodox sounds 
and song structure. But nothing managed to be as much as a mega-hit as her single Bad Guy. After wrestling 
with the record-breaking Old Town Road by Lil Nas X, it took over to number one on the Billboard Hot 100 
and continues to be in the top 10 after 29 weeks. When We All Fall Asleep, Where Do We Go? received 
great reviews for its lyrics, innovative production, and willingness to pass the boundaries of conventional 
pop. NME wrote that it "ticks all the boxes for a memorable and game-changing debut album" and acclaimed 
its fun and original qualities. Neil McCormick from The Daily Telegraph talked about its wide ranges of 
sounds, saying “it sounds modern and old fashioned at the same time." Billie Eilish hasn’t released music in 
some time, but she still remains a big name in music festivals and concerts, and her brother Finneas said 
“We’re deep into the creative process on new material, for sure,” while live on Beats 1, Apple Music’s radio 
station. 
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Five simple quarantine arts and crafts activities 
By Nicole Kuznetsov 

 
What better time than this to do a bit of arts and crafts to keep that imagination flowing! There are no limits 
to what you can create! 
 
Craft One: Dream Destination 

1. Take a selfie, or ask a parent or a sibling to take a photo of you. 
2. Use an art app where you can add in your photo. 
3. Get creative and draw incredible places such as an enchanted 

forest or a faraway planet. 
 
Craft Two: Emotions 

1. Grab some colored pencils or markers (or any art supplies that you can color with) and a sheet of 
paper 

2. Draw out your emotions - use different colors, create little drawings; there are so many ways to show 
how you feel! You can fill up the page over the course of a few days or more, or you can fill up the 
page throughout the day. The end result will show a mixture of emotions that you’ve felt and an 
interesting work of art. 

 
Craft Three: Abstract World 

1. Challenge yourself to make an abstract world with shapes only! 
2. Can you make a world using only squares and circles? One with only hexagons? 

 
Craft Four: The Dreamlands 

1. Try to draw the world from the dream you had last night on a piece of paper. 
2. What did it look like? Use your imagination to help build that world that you saw! 
3. If your dream had characters, draw them, too! 
4. Try to make everything as detailed as you possibly can! Maybe make the drawing a scene from your 

dream! 
5. Try to draw your dreams everyday in one week, or draw them on little post-its or pieces of paper. 

Glue them/stick them somewhere to make a collage of dreams. 
 
Craft Five: Shape Creation 

1. Draw a random squiggle or a shape on a piece of paper 
2. Then, challenge yourself to create something out of it.  
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Why should we “Beware the Ides of March” and what are they 
anyway?  
by Rachel Chen 
 
 Many have heard the phrase “Beware the Ides of March” but do not 
know its meaning. This saying became popular after William Shakespeare’s 
play Julius Caesar was written in 1599, denoting the anniversary of Julius 
Caesar’s assassination. It is often told as a warning to people that bad things 
may happen on March 15th, which is known as the Ides of March. Although 
Caesar died notoriously on this day in 44 BCE, there is a reason why March 
15th has this name.  
 According to the Roman calendar, each month had three named days 
marking the moon’s position. The three days were the Kalends, the Nones, 
and the Ides. The Kalends marked the first phase of the moon and is always on 
the first day of the month, while the Nones indicated the first quarter of the 
month; always on the 5th or 7th day of the month. Lastly, the Ides designated 
the full moon; always somewhere in the middle of the month, typically falling between the 13th and 15th. So 
when Julius Caesar was stabbed to death by a mob of senators, it was a coincidence that the murder was 
committed during the full moon of March, otherwise known as the Ides of March.  
 Other events in history have occurred on the 15th of March, such as Christopher Columbus returning 
to Spain after making his first voyage to the New World in 1493 and the discovery of Vancouver Island by 
Captain James Cook in 1778! There are, of course, many more events that have happened on March 15th, but 
Julius Caesar’s death is by far the most famous historical event that occurred on this day. So the next time 
March 15th rolls around, remember: Beware the Ides of March!  

Summer is for smoothies 
By Maya Rabin 

 
Green Smoothie:                                                                                   
Fresh Spinach                                                                   
Fresh or Frozen Pineapple 
Fresh Pear  
Raw Broccoli 
Fresh Apple  
Fresh Avocado 
Water 

 
Summer in a Cup Smoothie: 
Frozen Raspberries 
Fresh Banana 
Almond Breeze (Almond Milk) 
Orange Juice  
Pomegranate Juice  
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Tropical Summer Fruit Smoothie: 
             Frozen Mango Chunks                                                 
             Frozen Strawberries 
             Frozen  Sweet Pineapple  
             Orange Juice 
             Vanilla Yogurt 
 

Green PowerHouse Summer Smoothie: 
             Fresh Spinach  
             Raw Kale  
             Fresh or Frozen Pineapple 
             Fresh or Frozen Mango 
             Fresh Banana 
             Water 
 

Sweet Summer Smoothie: 
Almond Milk (or any other Milk) 
Frozen Banana  
Frozen Mixed Berries 
Frozen Mango  

 
Summer Berry Smoothie: 

            Full Fat Coconut Milk (1 Can) 
            Fresh or Frozen Banana  
            Fresh or Frozen Berries                                                 
            Fresh or Frozen Cherries 
            Fresh Spinach leaves  
            Ice- optional 
 

Breakfast Summer Smoothie/Tropical Smoothie: 
Ice (1 Cup) 
Fresh Pineapple 
Fresh Mango 
Fresh Banana (Sliced)    
Honey 
Greek yogurt (Plain) 
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Two Short Stories 
By Rachel Chen 

 
Desolate Words  
 
 If there was a way to turn back time, I’m not sure whether I would use it or not. 

The man stood, lost in thought, with a faraway look in his eyes as he stared at the grave before him. 
He was never very fond of dwelling on the past, but, looking back, if things had always stayed the same, he 
would have never become the person that he was today. 

I wonder, if you hadn’t died, where would I be now? 
He smiled sadly, knowing that time would only continue to move forward, without so much as 

pausing for anyone. Time had a mind of its own, after all, and no one would ever know what it’s thinking. 
If you were here, maybe the flame inside me would still be alight. 
Crouching down, the man clutched a small wooden box, which contained a tearstained envelope, and 

placed it in front of the headstone, next to a shriveled bouquet of flowers.  
When tomorrow comes, will I be able to forgive you? Even though you did it for my own good?  
The man stood once more, his eyes now null and void of any emotion.   
I hope so. 
Turning, the man proceeded to walk away, never daring to look back. 
Sincerely,  
A friend 

 
Soundless 
 

“Stop it!” Rina shrieked, waving her hands desperately to block the onslaught of water. “You’re 
making me wet!”  

At this, Marn laughed. “Serves you right! That’s what you get for tricking me earlier!” Walking 
across the warm sand, he held out his hand to his younger sister, who, being the clumsy girl she was, had 
stumbled over thin air. Grumbling, Rina took it, but not before glaring daggers at Marn. If looks could kill, 
Marn would have died a long, long time ago.  

The two siblings stood silently, watching the calm ocean waves lapse and recede, the sand beneath 
their toes falling apart. They were the only humans around for what Marn liked to think of as miles, but in 
reality, their father- the only family that they had left -was on the other side of the beach- close enough for the 
brother and sister to be seen, but not heard. 

“Hey, Marn,” Rina said. Marn turned to face Rina, who wore a distant look on her face. It was a look 
that he recognized immediately- the one where he could never tell what she was thinking. “Do you think what 
Daddy said was true? About the sea monster?”  

Marn grinned mischievously. “You mean how the sea monster snatches unsuspecting children off the 
beach and eats them for dinner?” Bending down, he picked up a smooth rock that had washed onto the sand. 
“It’s true- the monster loves eating kids, but hates grown-ups, since they’re all old and wrinkly.”  

Rina giggled, but her laughter faded away just as quickly, and was once again replaced by that same, 
faraway expression. “I’m being serious here,” she replied, although the small smile that tugged at her lips 
didn’t escape Marn’s notice.  
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Marn sighed, proceeding to toss the stone he had picked up back into the ocean. “No way. If a sea 
monster did exist, why would Dad even let us go to the beach in the first place? That would be kinda stupid.”  

He closed his eyes, listening to all the sounds that surrounded him- the ocean waves crashing against 
each other, the cries of the seagulls soaring high above, and even the sound of his own breathing, but for 
some reason, he couldn’t hear-  

Snapping his eyes open, he quickly turned to his right, where Rina had been, only to discover that she 
wasn’t there. Frantically, Marn scoured the beach, but there wasn’t a single trace of his sister anywhere- even 
her footprints had been washed away by the ocean waves.  
 

Rina was gone. 
 
 

Puns for the Springtime 
By Maya Rabin 
 
 

“Don't kale my spring vibes."  
  
"What in carnation are you up to today?" 
 
"You grow, girl."  
 
"Sea the beauty in every day."  
 
 "I'm a succa for you."  
 
"Bloom, baby, bloom!" 
 
"I'm so excited about the spring that I almost wet my plants."  
 
"Long thyme, no see, spring." 
 
"This season puts a little spring in my step."  
 
“What’s the difference between a spring roll and a summer roll?”  
 “Seasoning!” 
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Netflix Craze 
By Rebecca Sult 

 
Worldwide, Netflix has 182.8 million subscribers. 69.97 

million of these people live in the United States. People love to 
watch movies and binge watch their favorite shows at home and on 
the go. Especially during this quarantine, people have been binge 
watching shows more than they ever before. Some of the most 
popular Netflix shows for young people are: All American, Stranger 
Things, Outer Banks, Riverdale, I Am Not Okay With This, Never 
Have I Ever, Greenhouse Academy, and Vampire Diaries. Netflix is 
attractive to many due to its affordable pricing. A family of 4 or 5, 
with separate accounts for each member, cost roughly $12. Due to 
the pandemic, Netflix has released television shows and films more 
rapidly than before allowing its customers to have a wider selection for viewing. With its large selection of 
shows, from documentaries to reality television, comedy concerts to blockbuster films, there is something to 
watch for each member of the family.  

Recently, Netflix started the Netflix Viewing Party which allows customers in different homes to 
watch together. Young people across the country have taken part in the viewing parties in order to feel more 
connected during a time when we are asked to remain apart.  
 
 

The Outer Banks Obsession 
By Abigail Morales 

 
  Outer Banks, a Netflix original, is the newest teen obsession since its release on April 15 2020. 
It has consistently remained in Netflix’s Top Ten shows for multiple weeks in a row. Produced by Aaron 
Miller, and Sunny Hodge, the main cast includes Chase Stokes, Rudy Pankow, Madison Bailey, Madelyn 
Cline, Jonathan Daviss, The main character, John B., is a teenager living on an island in the Outer Banks of 
North Carolina where people are separated by wealth.Similar to YThe Outsiders, the rich and poor have 
names for themselves, like the Socs and the Greasers. In Outer Banks it's the haves, known as kooks, and the 
have nots, known as pogues. John B. and his friends JJ, Kie, and Pope are all pogues and very aware of their 
place in the world.  

In the beginning of the series, John’s father goes missing and his uncle takes guardianship of him, 
even though his uncle is basically MIA This leaves John to live alone 
with social services on his back, trying to place him in the system. 
John refuses and remains hopeful that his father is still 
alive.  Suddenly, after a rough storm hits the town, the pogues go out 
fishing to land a big catch. On their fishing trip, they notice a sunken 
boat and set out to explore. Shockingly, in the ship’s remains, John 
finds something that belongs to his father. With this, John's hope for 
his father is ignited, he becomes a target for unknown suspects, and  the adventure through the Outer Banks is 
set.  
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Living Undocumented: A Netflix Original 
By Abigail Morales  
 

Living Undocemnted, produced by Selena Gomez, is a documentary about illegal immigrants, who 
risked their lives to tell their harrowing stories. Through six episodes, the documentary follows the lives of 
eight immigrant families as they attempt to stay under the radar and hidden from ICE (Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement). Each story is heartbreaking. One 
family is expecting a baby girl. The mother, seven months 
pregnant, is doing everything she can to remain in the 
country. The expectant father has another child in Texas 
and rarely gets to see him. Another man, from a small 
country in Asia, immigrants to America and finds the 
wrong group of friends. After difficult encounters with law 
enforcement and a poor set of choices, he falls in love with 
an American citizen, and has a baby girl. Suddenly, he is in 
the spotlight of ICE and on the verge of deportation after spending years in America. Another episode 
features an entire family from Israel who came here with green cards, never to return to Israel. Although the 
father owns a very successful company, contributes positively to society, and pays his taxes, he and his 
family are at risk of being sent back to Israel. 

Each family is on a roller-coaster, feeling safe one day and in grave danger the next. Viewers are able 
to see how much of immigration is a waiting game. It is hard to watch but important.  

Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. Comes to an End 
By Eitan Cohen 

 
 Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. is a television show that debuted in 2013. The show follows the 
events of the first Avengers movie. WARNING: LIGHT SPOILERS AHEAD. 

Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D can be streamed on Netflix, ABC, Amazon Prime Video, and Disney+. It is 
also available for purchase as a set of  DVDs. Fans have spent hours binge-watching the team’s adventures. 
The history of S.H.I.E.L.D. is very complex and full of surprises. But its basic history is that it was created by 
Peggy Carter (Captain America’s lover) in the 50s and was originally called the Strategic Scientific Reserve 
(S.S.R.). Later, it was rebranded as S.H.I.E.L.D which is an acronym for Strategic Homeland Intervention 
Enforcement Logistics Division. 
 The show chronicles Agent Phil Coulson after he has been brought back from the dead following 
events in the Avengers. He is tasked with creating a new team to go on missions for S.H.I.E.L.D. The 
members are as follows: Genius, Jemma Simmons, bio-chem; funny, monkey-loving Leo Fitz, engineer; 
family damaged Grant Ward, tactical support;  scarred Melinda May, pilot, and tactical support; orphan 
rogue-hacker Daisy “Skye” Johnson, hacker asset; and beloved leader; Phil Coulson. 
 The team’s first mission is to track down a man who appears to have enhanced strength and durability 
in New York City. As a side mission, they must deal with a hacker group called 
the Rising Tide. The team gets word about a member of the Rising Tide who is 
gaining contact with the enhanced individual. Leads to the enhanced person and 
the Rising Tide take them on a path to find a young hacker named Skye. With 
that, the band is fully assembled. 
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After the announcement of its cancellation. fans of the show are desperate to save Agents of 
S.H.I.E.L.D. The hope is that if enough new viewers watch the show and fall in love with it, the producers 
will reconsider extending its run or consider a spin-off. 
 Marvel’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. is an incredible show with action-packed scenes; scenes that bring 
laughter, scenes that keep viewers on the edge of their seats, scenes that will have fans jumping up and down 
with joy, and scenes that will bring tears every so often. At the very end of seven spectacular seasons, viewers 
will feel like part of the S.H.I.E.L.D. family. The story grows along with the characters with twists and turns. 
Fans of Marvel, cop shows, the Flash, or Legends of Tomorrow should check it out immediately and help 
save it for one more season. 

Quiet Quarantine: A Story in Verse 
By Nicole Kuznetsov 
 
I remember that one specific day. 
When the phone rang. 
At exactly 12:09. 
Morning or afternoon doesn’t matter. 
Because it didn’t matter to me at the time. 
I was wrapped in insanity. 
Staring at the clock. 
For what felt like centuries. 
Eyes wide, lips dry and cracked, body still. 
Waiting. 
And waiting. 
For the day to go by. 
Not even noticing anything else 
but the clock. 
And now the phone. 
At first, I didn’t bother to move. 
In fact, I opened my eyes even wider, and moved my face closer to the clock. 
But slowly and surely, my eyes had shifted to the ringing phone. 
My hand crawled over to it as slow as a snail. 
I remember picking it up. 
I remember carefully bringing it up to my ear and saying nothing. 
Absolutely nothing. 
I just waited for the one on the other side of the line to speak. 
But there was nothing but silence. 
“Hello,” I finally had said. 
Nothing from the other side. 
“Hello?” 
Still nothing. 
I put the phone down. 
And I don’t remember much after that. 
I only remember part of a dream. 
Where brightly colored shapes danced in front of my eyes. 
And when I finally opened those eyes of mine in the real world, I saw the phone and the clock. 
Oh, they had seemed so far away. 
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I slowly stood up, off from the floor. 
And looked around me. 
I put on my mask. 
And opened the door. 
And walked through the quiet hall. 
The building was silent. 
Not a single being stirred. 
It was eerie, yes, but refreshing too. 
To finally get away from the clock. 
And the torture I had put myself through. 

 
 

Down
1. You don't use your hands for this sport
2. Comes in all different flavors
4. You do this in the spring (garage sale)
5. This happens on March 17, 2020 and you wear green
6. You wear this in the spring
8. You can't wait for this
13. It grows in the Spring and you can turn this into a drink

Across
3. Its made out of ice cream and milk
7. You hide chocolate eggs and have to find them
9. a number of mood, physical, or behavioral changes, which may be 
experienced coinciding with the arrival of spring,
10. You drink this near the Spring and Summer
11. You turn it forward.
12. Its not cold weather its
14. They grow out of the ground and they are so pretty
15. You swim in it

Things to look forward to in the Spring
Complete the crossword puzzle below

Name:                                          

1

2

3 4

5 6

7
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10

11
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15

Created using the Crossword Maker on TheTeachersCorner.net



Crunchyroll 2020 Anime Awards
by Rachel Chen

Every year, Crunchyroll, an anime streaming platform, has voters nominate their favorite anime, anime 
characters, anime voice actors, and anime directors out of 6 nominees that have been pre-chosen for awards. This year, the 
awards include Anime of the Year, Best Animation, Best Protagonist, Best Antagonist, Best Boy, Best Girl, Best Fight 
Scene, and more. The winners of the Crunchyroll 2020 Anime Awards were announced on YouTube. 

This year’s Anime of the Year award went to Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba, which received an overwhelming 
amount of recognition. Fans are eagerly awaiting the continuation of the series after season 1 was released, and currently, 
the producers of Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba are creating a movie for it. The other awards were given as follows: 
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Alan’s Movie Of The Week
By: Alan Feldman

28

Ever since his debut in 1991 on the Sega Genesis, Sonic the Hedgehog has 
now become a worldwide phenomenon. With his 30th Anniversary coming 
up, Paramount Pictures has now made a full-length feature film about the 
Blue-Blur. Directed by Jeff Fowler, Produced by Fast and Furious Saga 
producer Neal H. Moritz, Executive Produced by Deadpool and Terminator: 
Dark Fate director Tim Miller, with a screenplay by Pat Cassey and Josh 
Miller. The film stars Ducktales and Parks & Recreation star Ben Schwartz 
as the voice of Sonic, a fast blue talking hedgehog from a different planet 
who must collect rings which will take him to places he thinks of, Enchanted 
and X-Men star James Marsden as Tom Wachoski, a police sheriff for the 
small town of Green Hills who must help Sonic on his adventure, and Ace 
Ventura and The Mask star Jim Carrey as Dr. Ivo ‘Eggman’ Robotnik, a 
scientist who is after Sonic’s power for world domination. The plot, though a 
little cliche, is okay at best as far as Sonic standards. The cast is good, 
especially Jim Carrey as Eggman. He is so funny, one of his scenes is where 
he dances, yes, dances. The CGI on Sonic is fantastic, with his new redesign, 
Sonic is much more energetic and expressive than ever before.

Final Verdict: Sonic the Hedgehog is a very good video game movie. 10/10   

Turtles the size of cars once roamed the Earth
By: Liliana Ortiz 

Archeologists have a new discovery: the largest turtle to ever roam the earth. Stupendemys (the largest 
turtles ever) once lived in South America about 10 million years ago. At that time in history, South America 
was a wetland full of freshwater lakes and rivers. This giant turtle species is believed to have had predators 
such as the giant caimans, close relatives of the alligators. Surprisingly, it was as big as a medium-sized car 
and two times the size of the marine leatherback turtle. Male Stupendemys had horns on their shells. These 
were probably used for fighting other males for territory. After a long reign, Thr Stupendemys went extinct 
about 5 million years ago.


